Determining the Purpose

1. Determine the general purpose—to inform, to persuade, to entertain

2. Determine the specific purpose. This specific purpose needs to be
sharp and focused. What is it you hope to accomplish?

For example, if the topic was hot-air balloons, is this a good specific
purpose: “To inform my audience about hot-air balloons”?

A. Does it meet the asmgnmenti.;

B. Can
C.Isit
D.Isit
E. Isit nce?

3. Determine the central idea. This is a concise statement of what you
expect to say.

Topic: Computers
General purpose: to inform

Specific purpose: to inform the audience of the major factors to
cani damsvhon hiyiing 9 nnterhank canonuter.

Drawn from Stephen E. Lucas’ The Art of Public Speaking.



